[Echocardiography in the diagnosis and evaluation of the results of the surgical treatment of interatrial septal defects in adult patients].
Pre- and postoperative echocardiographic findings in 67 patients above 18 years of age with atrial septal defects were compared with hemodynamic data obtained at catheterization of heart cavities. No possible ways of accurate noninvasive assessment of arteriovenous discharge were found. Echocardiographic parameters of the followed-up patients returned to normal within 3 to 4 years after surgical correction of the defect. In some cases where mitral prolapse was found preoperatively, angiographically documented mitral regurgitation was seen at long-term follow-up.